
Your visions for I-81
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Your visions for I-81
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Common categories of concepts

Numerous ideas were shared at the 
May 2011 workshops ranging from 
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Western
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Add parks + 
open space
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PUBLIC FEEDBACK

CATEGORIES

COMMON CONCEPTS



Moving to Stage 1 screening

Carry forward  
to stage 1  
screening

Pre-screen 
categories prior 

to stage 1 screening
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Western bypass
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Must be considered 
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These two categories of concepts and ideas 
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No-Build Rehab Recon Tunnel Blvd

STAGE 1
(10-15 Strategies)

STAGE 2
(6-9 Strategies)

STAGE 3
(4-5 Strategies)

Strategies will be carried forward 
to preliminary engineering/

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
(Conclusion of Corridor Study)

Relocate

W. bypass

Prescreening:

PUBLIC CONCEPTS

The screening process

�����������	�
��	��������������
�
will be completed to narrow down the 
number of strategies. Each stage will 
�����	������������
�����������������
each strategy in conformance with 
project needs and goals.

 – Develop a variety of strategies 
within each category (10-15 
strategies total)

 – �����
���
���������������	����
	
 – Review engineering 
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 – �������������	��!����	�����
costs

 – Compare to Purpose & Need and 
"
��	�#�$!%�����	

 – Recommend strategies to 
progress to Stage 2

STAGE 1 SCREENING:

3 STAGES OF SCREENING

�����'��	���
�
describes how these 
	�������	��������	�*����
be developed

+������
����������*����!��
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be involved at each stage
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Pre-screening:
Relocate I-81 through downtown

'�6'8�!9:
 – Building to interstate highway 

standards requires 400’ swath 
of land through the City plus 
property for interchanges

 – ,��������������	��
���	�������
��
�����	

;6((<.�!9��8%6<�;8%:
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buildings

 – ,��������������	���
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Square

POTENTIAL IMPACTS:

RECOMMENDATION:
 – Consider a new arterial (non-interstate highway) along 

West St or adjacent to the NYS&W railroad alignment 
as part of a Boulevard Strategy [see more details in 
,���
�;<

Could complement a boulevard 

��'�	���=�>?��������

NYS&W right-of-way is not a 
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�����������������@�7
	�����
alignment immediately west  of 
rail line. 
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'�6'8�!9:
 – Building to interstate highway 

standards requires 250’-
400’ swath of land through 
city neighborhoods plus land 
for interchanges and new 
�
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Hinds complex

Pre-screening:
Relocate I-81 north of I-690

POTENTIAL IMPACTS:

Does not address issues in the 
viaduct area

RECOMMENDATION:
 – Eliminate both concepts from 

��������
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be re-established to Carousel 
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CONCEPT 2
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= Interchanges

PROPERTY:
 – Building to interstate highway 

standards requires 250’-400’ 
swath  of land through established 
city and town neighborhoods plus 
land for interchanges

COMMUNITY RESOURCES:
 – =�����	�����
�	���	�������

neighborhoods, schools, parks, 
����������
�����������	

ECONOMIC:
 – =�����	�����
�	����������
�����

��������������	��������������	

ENVIRONMENTAL:
 – Varying Impacts to: Onondaga 

Lakefront, Tailing Pond Wetland 
Area/Old Erie Canal, and the Clay 
Marsh lands

TRAFFIC:
 – �������
����	�
����!���		�

concept are expected to be much 
�

��
*��
�%�	������������������
cost to construct

Pre-screening:
Western bypass concepts

POTENTIAL IMPACTS:

The Western bypass concepts 
do not, by themselves, address 
the project needs for I-81 and 
the viaduct. 

RECOMMENDATION:
 – Consider bypass concept 4 from southern I-81/I-481 

interchange (Exit 16A) to NYS Rt 5/695 in Fairmount 
�	���
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��������
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��������,��������_	����
���
������	���,���
�;<

 – Eliminate all other Western bypass concepts

N



Recommendations for Stage 1 screening

Boulevard
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Tell us what you think?


