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No-Build strategy: defined

WHY CONSIDER THIS  
STRATEGY?

 – Required under both federal 
����������������������
�
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 – !���������
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�������������
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WHAT ISSUES WILL THIS 
STRATEGY ADDRESS?

 – "�

�������������
���	�����
issues of I-81
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No-Build strategy:
Future issues 
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7TH NORTH ST TO I-90 & 
TAFT RD TO I-481

I-81/I-481 INTERCHANGE

I-81/I-690 INTERCHANGE & 
VIADUCT AREA

ROUTE 11 AREA (EXIT 26 & 27)

I-690 TO HIAWATHA BLVD
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REASONS TO CONSIDER 
THIS STRATEGY

 – $���������
����

��������
 – Can be used along with No-Build as 

��
���������)�������������������
 – /��������������������������0	23

WHAT ISSUES WILL THIS 
STRATEGY ADDRESS?

 – 4���	������������������
������
���������

 – $�����)�����������������������)�����
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Rehabilitation strategy: defined

What we 
heard

WHY CONSIDER THIS 
STRATEGY?
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Rehabilitation strategy:
Elements for Stage 1 development

 – Develop frontage road for I-81 through the 
interchange with I-481 to improve weaving 
���������

 – G�����������������������)�������H��������0�����������
4���������������������)�����
����������������
�����
to high accident rate

TAFT RD TO I-481

 – G�����������������������)�������H��������0�����������
4����������������������)�����
���������������������
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��������������������������

ROUTE 11 AREA (EXIT 26 & 27)
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 – H�����������
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7TH NORTH ST TO I-90
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��������M������$�
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����
 – H�����������
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I-690 TO HIAWATHA BLVD

I-81/I-481 INTERCHANGE

I-81/I-690 INTERCHANGE
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I-81/I-690 INTERCHANGE & 
VIADUCT AREA



Rehabilitation strategy: considerations

SAFETY AND OPERATIONAL 
IMPROVEMENTS

GEOMETRIC IMPROVEMENTS
 – Straightening of sharp curves

 – 0��������
������
 – Rumble strips
 – Bridge widening to provide shoulders
 – Skid-resistant pavement
 – G�Q�����������������������

Image by Flickr user Churl
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FRONTAGE ROAD

FRONTAGE ROAD

HIGHWAY

OFF RAMPON RAMP

ON RAMPOFF RAMP

ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS
 – Increase ramp spacing
 – Use frontage roads - non-limited 
access roads that run parallel to 
high-speed roads or highways 

I-81 north of downtown Syracuse
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Tell us what you think?

Is there anything missing from this strategy?
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REASONS TO CONSIDER 
THIS STRATEGY

 – $������������

����������
 – /���������
���	�����������������0	23
 – >������������
���������������������

through 2040

WHAT ISSUES WILL THIS 
STRATEGY ADDRESS?

 – 4���	������������������
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���������

– <�������������
�������
 – *������������0	OP9������������

– Most or all non-standard features
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Reconstruction strategy: defined
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WHY CONSIDER THIS 
STRATEGY?
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Reconstruction strategy:
Elements for Stage 1 development

 – Straighten I-81 mainline curves
 – Develop new ramp system and/or 
provide a frontage road

I-690 TO HIAWATHA BLVD

 – Remove and replace viaduct bridge
 – 0����)��
�����������������
�������������������������������
lengths

 – Review Exit 18 (Adams/Harrison) 
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VIADUCT AREA

 – 5��
�����������������������
 – Straighten mainline curves
 – 5
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��	��������������
 – Improve ramp spacing
 – Improve local surface street 
����������

I-81/I-690 INTERCHANGE
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Reconstruction strategy: considerations

FRONTAGE ROADS

HIGHWAY VIADUCT

 – '������������������������
���
����(��)���������������
�����������������(�

 – Frontage roads are used most frequently on highways 
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 – A new viaduct would conform to 
current design standards
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������������������
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INTERCHANGE LAYOUT
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4-level System Interchange layout
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Frontage road along I-71



Tell us what you think?

Is there anything missing from this strategy?
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REASONS TO CONSIDER 
THIS STRATEGY

 – $������������

����������
 – /���������
���	�������������)�0	23
 – >������������
���������������������

through 2040

WHAT ISSUES WILL THIS 
STRATEGY ADDRESS?

 – 4���	������������������
������
���������

 – Accidents
 – Non-standard features 
 – /�������;
��
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Tunnel/Depressed highway strategy: defined

What we 
heard
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WHY CONSIDER THIS 
STRATEGY?



SALINA ST

W
EST ST

TOW
NSEND ST

HARRISON ST

ADAMS ST

BUTTERNUT ST

%&'(690

%&'(690

%&'(81

%&'(81

21

HAWLEY-GREEN

LINCOLN
HILL

PROSPECT
HILL

NORTHSIDEWASHINGTON
SQUARE

T

FRANKLIN
SQUARE

DOWNTOWN
SYRACUSE

NEAR
EASTSIDE

UNIVERSITY
HILL

SOUTHWEST

SOUTHSIDE

11-12

13

19
20

21

18

18

Oakwood
Cemetery

See Rehabilitation 
Strategy

See Rehabilitation
Strategy

Tunnel/Depressed Highway strategy:
Elements of Stage 1 development
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Tunnel/Depressed highway strategy:           
considerations

TUNNEL CONSIDERATIONS
 – Grade change

 – Lowering roadway would require 
�����������������������
������

 – Local access
 – Re-establish downtown access 
����!����������<�

�����������

 – >���������������6�������������
network necessary for tunnel 
portal and approaches

 – Maintenance issues
 – Drainage
 – {���
����
 – Fire and emergency systems

G���������0�����4����	�G����������+='����"����������"���	�*����������&<
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Photo by Flickr user Danielle Lynch
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Tell us what you think?

Is there anything missing from this strategy?
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REASONS TO CONSIDER 
THIS STRATEGY

 – $������������

����������
 – Addresses structural issues of the 

0	23��������
 – G������
��������������������

WHAT ISSUES WILL THIS 
STRATEGY ADDRESS?

 – 4���	������������������
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 – Accidents 
 – Non-standard features 
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Boulevard strategy: defined
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What we 
heard

WHY CONSIDER THIS 
STRATEGY?
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Boulevard strategy:
Elements of Stage 1 development
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I-81/I-690 INTERCHANGE
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I-81:
OAKWOOD CEMETERY  TO BUTTERNUT ST
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I-690:
UNIVERSITY AVE TO WEST ST

NORTHERN & SOUTHERN
BOULEVARD LIMITS
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Boulevard strategy: Associated concepts

I-81/I-481 INTERCHANGE
 – Rebuild/reconnect ramps and 
interchange

 – Approximate new I-81 mainline

ROUTE 5/695
– Rebuild/reconnect ramps and 

interchange

LOCAL STREET
CONSIDERATIONS
– Reconnect street grid
– Rebuild major streets to 

boulevard standards
– #�D��;�������������������

State roads
– 0����������(�������
�

�����������
– Review one-way streets
– Consider roundabouts

WESTERN BYPASS (OPTIONAL)

 – Consider extending bypass 
from I-81/I481 interchange (Exit 
16A) to NYS Route 5/695 in 
Fairmount

WEST ST AND RAILROAD 
CORRIDOR (OPTIONAL)

 – 0��������������+=$���"�
G��
���������"����$�����������
)��������
������������������
and/or a possible I-81/I-690 
connector

I-481
 – Re-designate I-481 as I-81
 – Review I-690 and I-481 for 
���������������������������
�
widening

I-81/I-481 INTERCHANGE
 – Rebuild/reconnect ramps and 
interchange

 – Approximate new I-81 mainline



Boulevard strategy: considerations

BOULEVARD CONSIDERATIONS
 – Street network changes
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 – Street grid improvements
 – /
����������������������������

 – Reserved right-of-way for 
transit

 – Sidewalks and bike lanes
 – Pedestrian safety

 – 0�����������������
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Tell us what you think?

Is there anything missing from this strategy?

?
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Common concepts

 – Review improvements to transit system for improved mobility in downtown 
core and improved peak hour commuter ridership z����$����� 5|

 – Review bicycle and pedestrian improvements
 – 5������/��������������%���
�
�����/���z/%/|������
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OTHER REGION-WIDE STRATEGIES:
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Develop surface street 
���������������)���
������
interstate access and 
��������������������

*��������)�������������
for improved access to 
University Hill

Consider a new I-481 
������������)���!���������� 
Hill Access

Consider improvements to 
Exit 17  (State St/Salina St/
#��������/��|�����
����������
Colvin St northbound on-
������)���������������������;
University Hill access

Consider a new Castle St 
������������z)�
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