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By the late 1830s, steam powered 
railroads had come to Syracuse

Before canals were built, rough trails, 
roads and natural waterways were the 
only ways to travel
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automobiles began in the early 1900s. 
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and railways of the past

The Erie Canal, completed in 1825, 
ran through Syracuse and spurred 
economic development in the region
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Canals

THE REPORT ON ROADS, CANALS, 
HARBORS AND RIVERS

 – Presented to Congress in 1808 by Secretary of the Treasury 
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a canal across New York State - that would eventually become 
the Erie Canal
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economic corridor 

 – Sparked canal building 
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 – Established New York as 
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THE ERIE CANAL
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Railroads and streetcars

Railroads began to operate in the 1830s 
and soon became the preferred method 
for shipping. 

Railways
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Rail was also important for moving people.  
Up to 1941, Syracuse operated a dense 
network of streetcars and interurban 
��	���������������������������	��
other towns with downtown.
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Automobiles
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alignment of today’s I-690.

Automobiles entered the scene in the early 1900s. The 
Franklin Automobile Company, based in Syracuse, was 
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existence it sold about 150,000 vehicles.*

By the early 1900s, Syracuse streets began to experience 
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Interstate highway planning

THE 1955 YELLOW BOOK
 – "
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 – Located interstate highways through and 
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1944 FEDERAL        
HIGHWAY ACT

 – Began a new era of highway 
building
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FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY 
ACT OF 1956

 – Authorized $25 billion dollars 
�������������+,�...��������������
original interstate system
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Highway routing

Key factors that 
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Urban renewal refers 
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WHAT IS URBAN 
RENEWAL?
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I-81 and the 15th Ward
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* Source: The Post-Standard, syracusethenandnow.org
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The construction of I-81

I-81 was completed in 3 segments, over a ten-year period 
from 1959-1969 

1964 - Townsend Street

1965
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1966
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stretched from Brewerton to the northern 
end of downtown Syracuse

1967

The southern segment north to Adams 
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How does I-81 impact you?
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Share your stories about I-81?

Write and post your responses 
on the wall

What do you 
remember about 
I6J,K�������������M

How has I-81 had an 
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What is your 
personal history 
'����I6J,M



The Evolution of Transportation 
in the Syracuse Region  

This video is about 17 minutes long 

The video will 
be shown on 
the hour and 
at :20 and :40 
past each hour


